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The general guidelines for the completion of HoCo By Design were created in context, with Howard County’s 
unique characteristics and planning needs at the forefront. The general guidelines – the Planning Process, 
Public Engagement Plan and Organizational Framework – were developed to build on Howard County’s long 
tradition of having meaningful and impactful General Plans that help to create the County’s exceptional quality 
of life. 

The general guidelines will be a resource to the HoCo By Design team, and referred to throughout the planning 
process to maintain a comprehensive, consistent and continuous engagement strategy. This community 
engagement will be supported by data and analysis. 

While the general guidelines were prepared as a matter of County law, they were written in order to create the 
best possible planning process and resulting document for today’s Howard County. With the adoption of these 
guidelines, the HoCo By Design team will have the framework needed to create a holistic and inclusive General 
Plan that strives to capture every voice and achieve one vision.

CONCLUSION


